published evidence for the existence of a so far unknown high-energy alpha particle emitter in monazite minerals from Madagascar containing a high concentration of thorium and uranium. These monazite minerals have already aroused some interest [3] [4] [5] . These authors [1, 2] detected high-energy alpha particles (E &#x3E; 10.6 Me V) with Si(Au) surface barrier detectors, as well as by means of nuclear emulsion techniques.
When a surface barrier detector is employed, two or more particles coincident within the rise time of the electronic pulse are detected via electronic pile-up as one high-energy particle. An unambiguous determination of an high-energy alpha particle, however, is achieved with a conventional AE-E counter telescope. Here we report the study of high-energy alpha particles emitted from monazite using such a counter telescope. figure 1 (single energy determination) were due to genuine high-energy alpha particle emission, we should have observed about four such events in figure 2 (coincident registration). As there are none, we cannot confirm the observation of high-energy alphas in monazite [1] [2] [3] . However, we cannot rule out the possibility that our disagreement with reference [2] might be due to a difference between the monazite samples investigated.
Concerning the evidence based on loaded nuclear emulsion [ 
